Candidate’s Commitment Ceremony
Below is the format and partial script for the LCG commitment ceremony. 
1. Welcome the monks and let them know what is happening and Thank the Monks:

Script:


Good evening and Welcome. 


This evening, the Lay Cistercians of Gethsemani has ___ (number of candidates) candidates who 
will be 
making their commitment promises to live as Lay Cistercians.  

At this time, on behalf of the Lay Cistercian of Gethsemani, I would like to thank all of the monks, 
with heart felt gratitude in sharing your spirituality with us, and in sharing your vespers liturgy in   
welcoming the new Lay Cistercian members. 
2. Say something about what it means to be a Lay Cistercian from the Lay Cistercian’s perspective     
I don’t have the script for this part.  The person overseeing the ceremony should speak from their heart.
3. Present Candidates.

Script:

At this time, I will present the candidates to you.  
Read each candidate’s name

4. Candidates read the commitment promises in unison.

5. Candidates sign certificate. 

6. Abbot/Prior’s give Blessing over new members.
7. Go back to stalls.

Notes:  Below is how the commitment ceremony was done at the June retreat:
• The person overseeing the commitment ceremony may write their own script and perhaps review what they have written with Fr. Michael before the ceremony. 
•The commitment certificates were signed by an Officer of Advisory Council preferably the President and Fr. Michael prior to the actual commitment ceremony.  
•There is a rehearsal in the church on Saturday prior to the actual commitment ceremony.  At the rehearsal the candidates were given their certificates along with instructions to bring them back with them to the actual ceremony where they will sign them and read their commitment promises from the certificate.

•As the candidate’s names are called, they stepped forward to be in a row just behind where you will be standing in front of the mic in reading their names. Once candidates are in place you will step aside and ask the candidates to read, in unison, their commitment promises which is printed on their certificates which they will have in hand.  After, they read the promises; one by one they go in front of the mic to the table and sign their certificate.  Then they step back away from the table and form a row facing the table.  This way they will be lined up and facing the Abbot/Prior who will be in front of the mic to give the blessing.  
