
Benedict of Nyssea  (c. 550 - )

PLAGUEExordium Magnum 
c.1190-1210 by
Conrad of Eberbach?

Exordium Parvum by Stephen? (1119-1170)

Exordium Cistercii ( c. 1130)
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Aelred of Rievaulx
(1109-1167)
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Alberic of Creaux (d. 1108)
Robert of Molesmes (c. 1027-1111)
Stephen Harding (?-1114)
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                                     Antony of Egypt (c251-356)
                                           Pachomius (d. 346)
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AllenThyssen
Typewritten Text
Augustine of Canterbury (d. 604/5)
reaches Canterbury in 597
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Bede (c.672-735)
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Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153)
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John Cassian (c. 360-435); modern Romania;
brought practice of Egyptian monasticism
to the west; influenced Benedict of Nursia.
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Gregory the Great (540-604) administered
both church and govenmental matters during
a time of upheaval.  He was a statesman.
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   Thomas Merton (1915-1968)
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    Peter Damian (1007-1072)
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Romuald (c.950-1027)
Abbot; Camolodese reform;
integrated eremetical and
cenobitic styles

AllenThyssen
Typewritten Text
Scholastica (c480-543)
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SUBIACO
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MONTE CASSINO (founded 530)
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Abbey of:
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SOLESMES
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Worldwide at 2000:
- 8,400 Benedictine monks
- 17,000 Benedictine women
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Thomas Keating (1923 - ? )
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Richard Rohr (1943 - ? )
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1848: ABBEY OF GETHSEMANE
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1098 CISTERCIANS "Ceauteaux"

AllenThyssen
Typewritten Text
      TRAPPISTS
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"Restoration Movement" in America (Stone-Campbell)
Churches of Christ
Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ)
Called the oldest ecumenical movement in America
Cane Ridge Revival (1801)
"Speak where the Bible speaks.  Be silent where the Bible is silent."
Rationally based thought and doctrine
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Henri Nouwen (1932-1996)

AllenThyssen
Typewritten Text
THE CLOUD OF UNKNOWING
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Teresa of Avila (1515-1582)
            John of the Cross (1542-1591)
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Oval
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PATRISTIC PERIOD
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ALEXANDRIA
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Origen (184-254) first theologian;
"universal restoration"; later delcared 
heretical at Chalcedon (491)
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CAPPADOCIAN FATHERS
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Basil the Great (330-379)
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Gregory of Nyssa (c.332-395)  [Gregory's younger brother])
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Gregory of Nazianzus (329-389) [Archbishop of Constantinople]
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(Modern DayTurkey)
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(Egypt)
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Athanasius (297-373); Trinitarian; 
Archbishop of Alexandria; fought Arianism
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(Sought to give Christianity a scholarly status & 
intellectual rationale; Christian universalism per Origin?)
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(Center of learning)
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APOSTOLIC AGE
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Didache written; includes 
instructions for baptism and
the eucharist
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Shepherd of Hermas written in
Rome; Irenaeus considered it canonical
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Clement of Alexandria c. (150-c.215)
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Macarius of Egypt (c.300-391)
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First Council of Nicaea, (325): Christological issue on the 
nature of the Son of God and that relationship to God the
Father; Arianism condemned; Nicene Creed formed (end
of the Early Christian period, according to some views)
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Abba Moses (c.330-405) [Egypt]
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Evagrius Ponticus (345-399) [Constantinople and Egypt]
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Cyril of Alexandria (c.376-444) [Egypt]
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Trinity Defined
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Nature of Christ defined as
two separate elements -
human and divine - in one
person
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John Climacus (c.579-649) [Mt. Sinai, Syria]
wrote "The Ladder of Divine Ascent"
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Maximus the Confessor (c.589-662) [Constantinople]
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KNIGHTS TEMPLAR
(supported by Bernard who also
wrote their "Rule" and encouraged the second crusade);
"The Christian who slays the unbeliever in the Holy War is
sure of his reward, the more sure if he himself is slain.  The
Christian glories in the death of the infidel, because Christ is
glorified."  Bernard
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Note: The Knights Templar exerted a huge and influential financial/political/military presence 
in addition to their battle ready crusading efforts.
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Athanaesius gave perhaps the
first list of the books that 
would become the 27 books 
of the N.T. (in 367).  He used the
term "canon".  Note: This seems
to be after the Nicaean Creed was 
formulated!
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Jerome's Vulgate
Latin translation
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Clement of Rome (90's) knew some 
of Paul's writings but did not consider 
them "scripture" which was reserved
only for the O.T.
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N.T. writings finished
by early/mid second
century; Iraenaus
refers to a four gospel
canon.
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Multiple listings of N.T. canon,
many forced into existence by
reaction to Marcion.
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Marcion (85-c.160), a bishop in Asia Minor 
is credited with producing the first list of 
"N.T. scripture", although not the final canonical 
list.  Debate ensued; Marcion was rejected by the 
early church.  Docetic in theology, he taught that 
the vengeful OT God is not the loving NT God.
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CLUNY
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Period of Monastic Reform
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Odo (Cluny spirituality)
   Maiolus 
      Odilo (The Spiritual Medicine)
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1618+: Benard (Benedictine 
reform at St. Maur in France; 
high levels of scholarship)
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COUNCIL OF TRENT
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1776 Declaration 
of Independence
(United States)
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American 
Civil War
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1956: St. Benedict's (Snowmass)

AllenThyssen
Typewritten Text
1950: St. Joseph's (Spencer)
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WW I    WW II
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(Benedictine restoration 
after French Revolution)
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French 
Revolution
(1789-1799)
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Discovery of America
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MOHAMMED (570-632)
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ISLAM
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BENEDICTINES
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GUTENBERG
      BIBLE
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Cyprian (bishop of Carthage [Tunesia]) 
(c.210-258) conceived of the church 
becoming "catholic"
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Building of Basilica of Santa
Maarie Maggiore in Rome
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The Church gradually assumed those duties
previously exercised by the Roman government.
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In 445, Valentinian III issued 
decree declaring the Bishop of 
Rome as supreme among bishops.
Council of Chalcedon gave
Constantinople equal power.
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Pope Gregory VII declared that
the title of Pope should refer
only to the Bishop of Rome and
listed his powers.  No one could be
"Catholic" who did not agree with
the Roman church.  Monastics served
under the rule of the Pope.
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Pope Nicholas II took election of the
pope out of secular hands and made
it the duty of the Cardinals (1059).
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First Crusade called by Urban II
in 1095 at Clermont
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Peter the Hermit preached
the crusades.
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Psycholoigicalization of Religion
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C. G. Jung (1875-1961) (concepts of analytical psychology, individuation, architypes, etc.); led to a new language of spirituality that replaces much 
of the traditional vocabulary (original sin, hell, purgatory, etc.); influenced 
Merton and Nouwen and is now being "built out" and articulated by the 
likes of Rohr and Keating; stimulates Christian interaction with world wide religious traditions such as Buddhism.
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A Course In Miracles 
Helen Schucman
(Said to have been dictated directly to 
Helen by Jesus during 1965-1972)
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New Thought Movement
Phineas Quinby (1802-1866)
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"The trouble is in the mind, for the body is only the house for the mind 
to dwell in [...] Therefore, if your mind had been deceived by some 
invisible enemy into a belief, you have put it into the form of a disease, 
with or without your knowledge. By my theory or truth, I come in contact 
with your enemy, and restore you to health and happiness. This I do 
partly mentally, and partly by talking till I correct the wrong impression 
and establish the Truth, and the Truth is the cure."  (Phineas Quinby)
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"Nothing real can be 
threatened.  Nothing
unreal exists.  Herein
lies the peace of God."
Attempts to integrate
Platoism, Christianity,
and Gnosticism.
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THE BIBLE:

AllenThyssen
Typewritten Text
The vast majority of "Christians" 
were illiterate and unable to read 
the scriptures as we do today.
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In time the Bible became the 
"territory" of the monastics who
could read and write.  The 
masses learned by listening.
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Unity Church, etc.
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Julian of Norwich (1342-1415)
English; "Revelations of Divine Love"
first book written in English by a woman
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Meister Eckhard (1280-c.1380)
Geman Dominican
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Therese of Lisieux (1873-1897)
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THE CONTEMPLATIVE HERITAGE OF CHRISTIANITY
MONKS AND MYSTICS THROUGH THE AGES
Allen Thyssen (June, 2015)

AllenThyssen
Typewritten Text
Based on: Panorama of Church History
L. Munch and J. Monrjuvin
Editions de l'Ecole, 11, rue de Sevres, Paris 6
1964
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Thomas a Kempis (1380-1471)
wrote "The Imitation of Christ";
offshoot of The Brethren of the
Common Life
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INQUISITION established (1233) 
by Gregory IX, in the middle of 
the Crusades; focused on heresy
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DESERT MONKS - THE BEGINNING
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Bishop Serapion of Antioch (served 197-203)
first discovered the heretical concept of Jesus 
as being an "illusion" and denied his humanity; 
docetic; condemned by Council of Nicaea
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Arius (250-386) [Alexandria] taught that Jesus 
is completely separate from and subordinate to 
the Father, i.e. non-trinitarian, and that the "Logos" 
was created by God.  Arianism was condemned at 
Nicaea but affirmed at other Councils.
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Nestorius (386-450) [Constantinople] rejected
the long-used title of Theotokos, "Mother of God"
for Mary.  Led to debate on the nature of Jesus and
the doctrine of hypostatic union.  Nestorius was 
condemned at the Council of Ephesus.
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Monophysitism developed as reaction to  
Nestorius.  Said Jesus had only one 
nature, his human nature being absorbed
into his god nature.  Condemned at Council
of Calecdon.
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"Communion of Saints" as a mystical bond
uniting all Christians, living and dead in a
confirmed hope and love, was perhaps first 
used by Nicetas of Remesiana (335-414).
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(130-202)
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Irenaeus (130-202), a student of Polycarp 
Wrote "Against Heresies" re the Gnostic, 
Valentinus.
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Polycarp (69-156)
martyr; disciple of John
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Peter Chrysologus (c.380-c.450) Ravenna, Bishop
In his extant homilies, bishop Peter explained Biblical texts briefly and concisely. 
He also condemned Arianism and Monophysitism as heresies and explained the Apostles' Creed, 
the mystery of the Incarnation, and other topics in simple and clear language. He dedicated a 
series of homilies to Saint John the Baptist and the Blessed Virgin Mary. Peter advocated daily 
reception of Eucharist. He urged his listeners to confide in the forgiveness offered through Christ.
His surviving works attest to the Church's traditional beliefs about Mary's perpetual virginity, 
the penitential value of Lent, Christ's Eucharistic presence, and the primacy of St. Peter and 
his successors.  
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William of St-Thierry (c.1080-1148)
Benedictine Abbot at Reims; friends
with Bernard of Clairvaux
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420 B.C. Buddha founds 
Sangha monastic tradition
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Aiden founds Lindisforne 620
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845  China: 4,000 monasteries destroyed
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1256 Augustinians founded
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1540
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Panentheism becomes popular
in the West
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Columbus

AllenThyssen
Typewritten Text
King James Bible (1611)
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Peter Abelard (1079-1142)
concept of "Limbo"; scholastic
interacted with major players
of his day
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Duns Scotus, Franciscan (1266-1308)
Argued for Immaculate Conception
of Mary; explored concepts such as 
individuation, voluntarism, univosity of 
being, etc.
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Boniface (675-754)
Missionary to area of 
pagan Germany
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Original Douay-Rheims Bible (1582-1610)
Catholic translation to English from 
Latin Vulgate
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Univocity: The denial of any real difference between essence and existence.
(Duns Scotus - c. late 1200's)
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Salem Witch Trials (1692-1693)
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pre 1750 B.C. Beginnings of
 Hindu Religion
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Int'l Declaration of Human Rights (1948)
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Belief in dragons, sea monsters, etc.
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The Rule of Benedict, "...which adapting monasticism to 
the Latin temper and background provided an unfailing 
current of prayer and enabled Benedictine monks to play
a leading part in constructing the religion-culture of Latin 
Christendom."  The Church In Council, E. I. Watkin, 1960
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The term, "Roman Catholic" was 
first used  (1515-1605) as an insult
by Anglicans, etc.
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1074 "Moulan"
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"Exhortium"
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1090 Aulps  1093 Aux  
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Guigo II (d ~1188)
Coined "Lectio Divina"              
Prior at Chartreuse
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Bruno established 
Carthusians (1084)
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Pope Gregory VII was the 
"preeminent mentor of early 
Citeaux"
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(Oldest in America)
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1944: Monestary of the Holy Spirit
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Knights Templar disbanded in 1312
by Clement V under pressure from 
King Phillip of France. 
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Citeaux:
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1638, La Trappe             
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La Trappe suppressed in 1791
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1892: OCSO formally 
 formed from "Trappists"
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Baldwin of Forde (c.1120-1190)
Archbishop of Cantebury, Cistercian
Preached 3d Crusade; crowned 
Richard III (the Lion Heart)
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"You say in your book that while we live we
are able to pray for each other, but afterwards 
when we have died, the prayer of no person for 
another can be heard. . . . But if the apostles and 
martyrs while still in the body can pray for others, 
at a time when they ought still be solicitous about 
themselves, how much more will they do so after their 
crowns, victories, and triumphs?" Jerome [A.D. 406]). 


AllenThyssen
Typewritten Text
:

AllenThyssen
Typewritten Text
Robert: Initial Abbot (1098); Left Molesme due to "corruption" there (Idealist of Order)
Alberic: Second Abbot (Builder of Order)
Stephen: Third Abbot (25 yrs); organizer, wrote The Charter of Charity (Stabilized the Order)
Bernard: Entered Cistercians 1112 at age 35; extraordinary expansion of the order;
    founded Clarivaux; 339 foundations at his death
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Koran
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Note: Benedict was only about 20 years 
          older than Mohammed.
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(Cistercians became a blend of the
 autonomous Benedictines and
 centralized Cluny)
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1129 Rien Abbey
founded (now the
oldest Cistercian
Abbey)
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Cistercian Pope
Eugene III
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Benedict XII:
former Cistercian
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Just after English Bible translations.
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Emmet Fox (1886-1951)
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